
Tyson Foods, fnc.
TYSON FOODS NOT INVOLVED IN SUSPECTED

BSE FINDING IN WASHINGTON STATE

Spfinqdrle. Arkansas - December 24. 2003 - The repon oI a U.S. cow with BSE in lhe
slate ofWashington does not involve Tyson Foods or any ofits meat production facillhes. Wc
have conlirmed no produot from any ofrhe lhree Washington plants idenrificd bv USDA has b€cnpurchascd bv Tvson Foods fncilities or lsed in anv prorlucts manufactured bv Tyson Foods.

_ As USDA Sccr€lary Ann Vencman stat€d luesday, lhis casc poses nc, risk to consumcrs
bccause lhe tsSI] infectious agent is not found in beefmuscle, such as st€aks, roasls and ground
beel This is an nnimal disease challengc - nol a food safcty problcm.

Tyson lroods' U.S. plants do not normall), slaughler older cattle, such as the cow identified by
th! tJSl)A. Inst€.rd rhcv handle younger b€cf nimals rhat are rypicallt less rian 24 monlhs otd,
which are not in thc BSE risk group.

'Iyson 
lroods has saingenr guid€lines for ihe handling ofBSL risk mnreriats liom bccl

animals l ror cxamplc thc (omprny's planls remove al l  spinal cords from be. l .carcrsscs. AII
orrrn\ anu slmrtrr t'ssucs arr srgrcgarrd and nol incorporated into any musclc or ground bcefproducts. This segrcgated materiar is rend€rcd for non-human consurnption nnd i;binncd rrom
mminant animal feed worldwidc_ Alt Tvson planrs arc federally inspected an<t [.ISDA rnspecrors
are on hand cvery momenl our slaughter facilities are in operalion. ihis includes USDA
velednarians who monitor the health ofthe liv€ animals broughl lo the company,s facilities.

. Tyson encourages the USDA to work wifh our intemational trading paflners to minimize theimpacl ofthe current situalion on U_S. be€f exports. Company officia[ will do all they can, bothdire!t lv dnd through indusrn rr ;dc organizar ion".  ro .rppor,  , i i .  gor. .n. ; i . ;  " f l ; r ;

hson Firods. InL. is d divc,s, l icd.omprnv inrotvcd rn f i< produ.tron ol  a 

 

mjtorprorerns.The company, lbundcd in 1935 wirh headquarrcr. in springdatr, erfr^",, ," ii" *Jnot r"rg".,processor and marketer ofchicken, beefand pork and fie sccond largestlood sompdrry rn urdFortune 5o0. Tyson Foods produces a wide vlricry ofbrand namc pr-o,.ir_f*J uriJpr"p"."o
fbod producfs marketed in the United Stares and more than 80 countdes arounJtt e wo.ro. .f v*nFoods is the recognized market Ierder in lhe relail and Ibodservicc mark"* ii""'v".. .ffr"
Company has approximrtely 120,000 team members and 300 facilities and offices in Z7 sratesand 22 countries.

More usclul background on lhis subjcct can be found from
USDA hltp:/!'ww.qq da. gqyl
Natiolral Cattlemen,s Beef Associalion
Amcrican Meat Institure

hlDr llr.vryiletnis-ojsl
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